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Slovak Foreign Minister Kubi$ Speaks in Washington

The 9™ Annual Czech and Slovak Freedom Lecture was held in Washington on November 21, 2008, at the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. This lecture, which commemorates the emergence of
the Czech and Slovak lands from the grip of communism, alternates each year between a speaker from the
Slovak Republic and the Czech Republic. The event is co-sponsored by the Friends of Slovakia, the
American Friends of the Czech Republic, and the embassies of Slovakia and the Czech Republic. This year,
it was the Slovaks’ turn to organize the event and the distinguished guest speaker was Jan Kubis, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic. Mr. Kubi spoke on the topic, “Strengthening US-Slovak
Coaperation and the Transatlantic Partnership: Opportunities and Challenges in Today's World.” The
address gives a broad overview of current Slovak —U.S. relations and Slovak foreign policy. The address
was published in its entirety by the East European Studies section of the Wilson Center in its EES News.
While the address is a bit lengthy, it provides an excellent summary of current Slovak foreign policy and we
felt it would be of interest to members (see page 5). Moreover, as it turned out, the lecture was a bit of a
valedictory for Mr. Kubi$, who was subsequently appointed to serve as the new Executive Secretary of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE). He will replace Marek Belka of Poland, and will
assume his new functions in mid-January 2009. Meanwhile, Miroslav Lajcak has been chosen to replace Mr.

Kubis as Slovak foreign minister.

Mr. Kubi$ has served as Minister of Foreign Affairs of Slovakia since 2006, as Chairman of the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe from 2007 to 2008, and as Secretary-General of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) from 1999 to 2005. Among his previous functions, Mr. Kubi3
was the European Union's Special Representative for Central Asia in Brussels from 2005 to 2006. In 2000,
he was the Personal Representative of the Chairman-in-Office of OSCE for Central Asia, Director of OSCE's
Conflict Prevention Center from 1994 to 1998, and Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Tajikistan and Head of the United Nations Mission of Observers in Tajikistan from 1998 to 1999. A
graduate of the Moscow State Institute of International Relations, Mr. Kubif worked at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the former Czechoslovakia from 1976 to 1992, Mr. Kubii, who is married and has one

daughter, was born in Bratislava in 1952.
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Presidents’ Column

Happy New Year! I hope 2009 is a good year for you and a fulfilling one for SASW. This is my first column to
you as SASW president. I am honored and privileged to lead SASW this year and I thank the Board for their

confidence.

Our Sviity Mikuld3 party last month went well. We enjoyed good Slovak food cooked by Martina Mendan and
several of her friends. They are all friends of our own member, Ludmila Sujanova. The dessert nut rolls and
kiffles were excellent. The entire board and I thank Judy Cornecelli and her committee of Valeria McNeill, Linda
Moringello, and Shirley Rich for the planning and execution of the party. They did an excellent job. Also, we
thank all others who volunteered in large and small ways, i.e., set-up, clean up, serving.

Your board is beginning to look for a new chair and members of the committee for the Sv. Mikul4s party for
December 2009. Iencourage any of you who have any interest to contact me or any of the other board members.

We have some interesting speakers for the coming months. Please consult the calendar of events on the following
page and check our website < www.dcslovaks.org > regularly, for updated information.

As you may know, in May of each year, SASW sends two $500.00 scholarships to VSM/City University in
Slovakia. These scholarships help deserving financially-challenged students complete courses that may enable
them to earn a business degree. The students who receive these scholarships attend classes at the campuses in
Trencin or Bratislava. Currently, SASW has only received enough money in donations for one scholarship. We
need at least another $500.00 by mid-May. If 50 of you contributed $10.00 or if 25 of you contributed $20.00, we
would have $500.00 and another scholarship! Please help the Society meet our goal and maintain this important

effort.

Remember that your board always welcomes any suggestions or comments about programs or activities. [
encourage each of you to get involved. You are welcome to attend our monthly board meetings, usually held on
the 2™ or 3" Wednesday evening of each month, in Arlington or Falls Church. The next meeting is scheduled for

February 18",
Kathryn Tatko

Ambassador Obsitnik Gives Farewell Press Conference on Departing Slovakia

In his final press conference before departing Slovakia, Ambassador Vincent Obsitnik spoke about his tenure and
U.5.-Slovak relations with journalists from every major television, print, online, and Slovak wire news service. Co-
operation with the Slovak government was excellent, according to Ambassador Obsitnik, who came to the news
conference directly from a meeting with Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico. "For instance,” cited the Ambassador.
“the Slovak Government supported the NATO mission in Afghanistan. As a new member state of NATO., Slovakia
thus confirmed that it's not a country that just consumes security, but one that it can provide it as well.”
Ambassador Obsitnik announced that until the new U.S. Ambassador is appointed, the Embassy would be led by
his deputy, Keith Eddins, who will become chargé d’affaires. "He has a great deal of experience, which he had
acquired at diplomatic posts in Moscow, Prague, and in NATO headquarters in Brussels. He has worked with me
here in Bratislava for five months, and I think that he will secure perfect continuity at the Embassy in co-operation
with the Slovak government,” said Obsitnik. In sum, Ambassador Obsitnik recounted that Slovakia’s successful
bid to join the Visa Waiver Program was the biggest success in the past year. Saying that Americans and Slovaks
can learn a lot from each other, Ambassador Obsitnik urged more personal contacts and that the Visa Waiver

Program will help make these contacts a reality.
(from U.S. Embassy website)



SASW Calendar of Events

(The events below will be held at the Slovak Embassy and are free of charge)

Saturday, February 21, 2009, 2:00 pm
WHAT'S SHAPING MODERN SLOVAKIA’'S DEMOCRACY?

Talk by John A. Scherpereel, Assistant Professor of Political Science, James Madison University
Many different internal and external forces have influenced Slovak policymakers in re-organizing and re-orienting
Slovakia during the past 20 years. New regions have been established and real power sometimes shared with them. I

How do ordinary Slovaks see this and how have they reacted to the changes?

Copies of Governing the Czech Republic and Slovakia: Between State Socialism and the European Union will be
available for purchase and signing by Prof. Scherpereel.

Saturday, March 14, 2009, 3:00 pm I

BABA'S KITCHEN: SLOVAK & RUSYN FAMILY RECIPES AND TRADITIONS

Talk by author Lisa Alzo I

Co-sponsored by the Carpatho-Rusyn Society, National Capital Chapter.

Some of Lisa Alzo's fondest memories from childhood are the times spent in her Baba's kitchen: the aromas of fresh
bread baking in the oven and chicken soup simmering on the stove, the blending together of voices young and old, and
her grandmother in her apron and babushka. The kitchen served as the center of their home and as the place where
some of life's most important lessons were taught and learned, simple principles of generosity, honesty, and love. It
was also in this kitchen that Lisa learned to eat the foods and celebrate the traditions that were central to her Slovak
and Rusyn heritage. Baba's Kitchen is a collection of recipes and traditions passed down through the generations in
Lisa's family. In this book she shares them as a tribute to her grandmothers and to the Rusyn and Slovak women
everywhere who continue to preserve and share their cooking, rituals, and traditions.

Lisa Alzo grew up in Dugquesne, Pennsylvania, and is the author of several books on Slovak and Rusyn subjects: Three
Slovak Women, Baba's Kitchen, Finding Your Slovak Ancesrors, and Slovak Pirtsburgh. She is also an avid
genealogist. Copies of Baba's Kirchen will be available for purchase and signing.

Saturday, April 25, 2009, 2:00 pm
THE MEDIA AND THE NATION IN 20™-CENTURY SLOVAKIA

Talk by Owen V. Johnson, Associate Professor of Journalism, Indiana University

During the last century, the Slovak mass media used a variety of ways to foster a sense of nation among the people of
Slovakia. Inreturn, the Slovak people’s response and public opinion influenced the structure and operation of the

media in each of Slovakia's 20%-century periods {under Hungary, the interwar republic. the Slovak State, postwar I
democracy. the communist period through the "Prague” Spring. the post- 1968 communist period. and the 1989-92
coda). An example is the rapid growth in the circulation of Slovenska poditika in the interwar period. when it
published Slovak novels in daily installments.




SASW News and Notes

Dr. Mesko Receives Honor-- On November 13th, 2008, at a Conference at the Children's Heart Center in
Bratislava, SASW member Dr. George Mesko was awarded the Golden Medal of the Slovak Medical
Society as a "Founding Father" of the Children’'s Heart Center in Bratislava. While living in New York
City, Dr. Mesko served as Chairman of the Section for Science of the New York-based Slovak-American
Cultural Center. He led an effort to establish the "Heart to Heart Foundation," which collected $100,000
dollars for the budding Center. Thanks to his efforts, four physicians received 6-12 months of training at
either London's Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital, at Toronto's Children's Hospital, or at Babies
Hospital in New York. One surgeon went to Paris for “hands on™ training in heart surgery for children. In
addition, equipment, accessories, and a library was purchased for about $60,000 dollars. Dr. Mesko also
obtained a grant from the U.S. Agency for International Development via "Project Hope" for the Center in
Bratislava. The %3 million award supported a team of physicians from Harvard Children's Hospital in
Boston (where Dr. Mesko had trained for four years) to go to Bratislava to train pediatric cardiologists and
surgeons, as well as to purchase needed equipment for the Center. SASW congratulates Dr. Mesko and is
proud to have him as an active member.

GMU Conference- On March 24-25, there will be a conference at George Mason University focusing on
the 20" anniversary of the events of 1989, which saw the fall of Communism in Czechoslovakia. Mikhail
Gorbachev will speak on the evening of March 24, and then take part in a roundtable on the morning of
the 25" with Lee Hamilton and William Webster. The session will continue on the afternoon of the 25".
Full details are not yet available but we are tracking it and will put details out via the deslovaks email list

as they become available. This promises to be an interesting event.
{continued on next page)

Directions to the Embassy of Slovakia
3523 International Court NW, Washington DC

From the Beltway north of DC: Take Wisconsin Ave. south to Van Ness St. NW. Turn left onto Van Ness and
proceed east, crossing the intersections of Van Ness with 38" St., 37™ St. and Reno Road. Just east of Reno Road, turn
left (north) onto International Court. If you reach Connecticut Ave., you have gone too far on Van Ness. The Slovak
Embassy is on the east side of the cul-de-sac at the north end of International Court, directly across from the Austrian

Embassy.

From downtown DC: Take Connecticut Ave. north to Van Ness S5t NW. Turn left onto Van Ness, proceed west about
500 yards, and turn right onto International Court (see above, if you reach Reno Road you have gone too far).

Parking: Garage parking is available at the Van Ness Center on Connecticut Ave. Limited on-street parking is
available on Van Ness and on 36™ St.. Some street parking may be available on International Court.

Metro: The Van Ness-UDC Metro stop on the Red Line is just north of the intersection of Van Ness and Connecticut.




SASW News and Notes

(continued from previous page)

NCSML Donation- SASW made a
donation to the National Czech &
Slovak Museum and Library
(NCSML) of $270 to support flood
relief efforts. The donation was
composed of designated donations
from members and a contribution
from Society funds approved by the
Board. In December, we received a
nice thank-you letter, with an added
personal note, signed by NCSML
President Gail McNaughton.

Slovakia Tours—The 2009
schedule of tours to Slovakia led by
Helene Cincebeaux has been
announced. The land-only packages
include tours of Slovak villages and
central European capitals. Go to
www.our-slovakia.com

In Memory- Since our last
newsletter we have learned of the
passing of long-time member Larry
Tambellini, husband of former
SASW Board member Mary Jane
Tambellini, in April of last year.
The Tambellinis moved from this
area to Omaha several years ago.
We were sad to hear of Larry's
passing and extend our sincerest
condolences to Mary Jane and
family.

We also were very sorry to hear of

the recent passing of Maj. Michael I.

Prokopchak USAF (Ret.), an SASW
member and father of former Board
member Michele Prokopchak. The
SASW Board and membership
extends its deepest condolences to
the Prokopchak family.

If you have other news that may be of
interest to SASW members, email us at

deslovaks @yahoo.com

9" Annual Czech and Slovak Freedom Lecture

Strengthening US-Slovak Cooperation and the
Transatlantic Partnership: Opportunities and
Challenges in Today’s World

Jan Kubis

For Slavakia and for our friend and neighbor the Czech Republic, autumn is & good time of
balancing out, commemorating and remembering many comman historical events that
determined the future for both of our countries. This particular autumn is marked by a
growing number of global challenges, including the global financial crisis and recession which
require bold and comprehensive global solutions. At the same time, for the USA and the
whole world, this autumn is a time of much hope and expectation, given the presidential
elections and accession of the new U.S. administration in January 2009.

Today's Slovakia is an integral part of all global processes and efforts and shares with .
others its part of global responsibility. T say this with a feeling of pride, because | represent a
country that, less than 20 vears ago, was part of Czechoslovakia but then broke free from
communism and began to build a democratic future for its citizens as an independent country.

Since the beginning of the 1990s, you have been able 1o follow the radical
transformation of Slovakia and the Czech Republic and their efforts to build democratic
societies that respect fundamental rights and freedoms, to build market economies, and to
find their rightful place among the most developed and progressive nations of the world. You
know that for Slovakia it has not been and it is not a simple or straightforward process. But
[ maintain that all these trials and tribulations, problems, failures as well as the achievements
and victories have made us stronger and more mature in the short period that we have existed
as an independent country, and thus have quickly caught up with others,

For both Slovakia and the Czech Republic, the years ending with the number
eight have a special significance—we often talk about “the magic eight” in our history.
From the last century, 1918, 1938, 1948, 1968 were significant years. For Slovakia, 2008
is particularly special, since it is the year when Slovakia became a full member of the
Schengen area's freedom of travel, and when we achieved visa-free travel with the U.S. This
vear, Slovakia became the first truly post-communist country to have joined the eurozone—
well ahead of our Yisegrad neighbors.

From the historical perspective, in 2008 we are commemaorating the 90th
anniversary of the founding of the Czechoslovak Republic, the emergence of which we owe
to the LS. and President Woodrow Wilson, as well as to the Slovaks and Czechs living in
the United States. We are grateful to the Slovaks that were present at the birth of the
Cleveland and Pittsburgh agreements and who supported the founding of Czechoslovakia
as a democratic state of two equal nations. The founding of the Czechoslovak Republic in
1918 has helped reinforce and indeed save the Slovaks as a nation. It helped to create the
political, economic and social basis for the successful future of both nations and has
strengthened the identity of bath our peoples,

Nor can | overlook 1968, the year of the invasion of the then-socialist
Czechoslovakia by Warsaw Pact troops. This invasion put an end to the illusion that the
communist system could be reformed, which saved us from harboring any illusions in and
after 1989, when communism finally collapsed also in Czechoslovakia. The events of 1968

feamtimued on page 2




— Kuais
feamtinwed from page 1)

sowed the seeds for the profound societal changes that
began on November 17, 1989,

The events of 1968 and the 20 years of darkness
that followed reinforced in the minds of a majority of the
citizens of Czechoslovakia that communism medns a
furre without perspective, life in an isolated and closed
society, without personal and social freedom, without
access to unbiased information, with very limited
opportunities to travel abroad, with weak possibilities
for professional and intellectual development and success,
and primarily without a chance to choose one's own future
and destiny. This feeling of powerlessness and
hopelessness led many to make a fundamental life decision

The transformation of Slovakia is a fascinating story that
fras a grear potential te inspire and motivate, From a country
that received democratic rutoring and foreign development
ussistunce, we have hecome a country that shares ity
demaocratic experience and wealth of the spirit of solidarity

with oifrers,

i
to leave their country, friends and family, in order to start
a new life in an unknown, foreign but democratic
environment, such as the U5,

Those who remained in Czechoslovakia were not
aften able to imagine how difficult it was to begin in a new
place, but how rewarding it was in comparison with the
reality of communism. Many of those who witnessed
someone dear to them go bevond the iron curtain, but who
were unable or unwilling to follow, often wondered which
side was better, History ultimately sobved that dilemma, but
let us pay tribute to both those who left in 1968 and to our
fellow Slovaks and Czechs from older waves of emigration
as well as to all those who stayed in Czechoslovakia and
longed and worked for democratic change.

In Slovakia, we also commemorated the 20th
anniversary of the mass candlelight Christian
demonstration for human nghts and civie freedoms, which
was in March 1988 in Bratislava. The communist regime
managed to put out the candles on the square in front of
the Slovak Mational Theatre with water hoses, but the
light of freedom continued to bum. Only one year later,
on November 17, 1939, the participants in that candlelight
demonstration, wheo longed for the fall of the totalitarian
regime and strove to build of a free society, saw their
dreams and prayers come true. [t is because of them and
many others that | feel great pride and satisfaction that
Movember 17 is marked in Slovakia as the National Day
af the fight for freedom and democracy,

After the peaceful division of Czechoslovakia
on the eve of 1993, Slovakia launched an independent path
af transformation to an open, democratic society and

socially-oriented market economy. From the beginning,
membership in the EU and NATO was the driving force
for political developments in Slovakia. Notably, in the
[ 9905, when the path became a thomy and at times painful
road of failed experiments and errors, it was not as simple
as it may look today. At that time, there were deliberate
atternpts to divert us from that path. Due to the courage
of the majority of the citizens of Slovakia and of an
increasingly mature civil society, Slovakia made it through
this test and eame out of it stronger. By 2004, we joined
both the EU and NATO as a truly democratic country.

The transition from a totalitarian system to a
demoacratic one for Slovakia was thus rather complicated,
One important external factor was the role of the United
States. Thanks to the U.S."s support and trust in our peeple,
Slovakia, together with the Central European region, joined
the community of democratic countries, In a broader context,
it can be said that, thanks to transatlantic relations and
America's interest in our fate, it was possible to build a
more integrated, freer and more peaceful Europe: a Europe
whole and free, with the U.S. as its strategic ally and parmer.

Slovakia and the U.5. enjoy excellent bilateral
relations. They have significantly expanded since Slovakia
joined NATO five years ago. Political and security
cooperation, economic and cultural tes, expanding contacts
of our citizens and common engagement in operations
stch as KFOR and Afighanistan, represent pans of this
strategic relationship. As recently as last month, Slovak
President Ivan Gasparovic and President George Bush
confirmed this partnership when they met in Washington.

I am extraordinarily pleased that today, a few
days after the 19th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution,
I can state that our parmership has also been expressed
through the inclusion of Slovakia in the visa waiver
program. We view this as a gesture of trust and recognition
of our partnership and equality between good friends. [
would like to thank all of you, most notably the Friends of
Slovakia, for your assistance on this issue. Your efforts
here in Washington helped a lot.

Today's Slovakia is a success story. But
because of our rather complicated path we consider it
our respensibility to share our experience with those
who wish to learn from it. The transformation of Slovakia
is a fascinating story that has a great potential to inspire
and motivate, From a country that received democratic
tutoring and foreign development assistance, we have
become a country that shares its democratic experience
and wealth in the spirit of solidarity with others, We
strive to contribute to positive developments in countries
where we have historical ties and our story carries weight:
in the Western Balkans and in Eastern Europe, bur also
in Cuba. From the humanitarian and development
perspective, we try ta help in Africa and Asia as well,

To effectively promote democracy in another
stale, it 15 necessary to cultivate suitable political, social,
cultural and economic conditions. One cannot export or
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import democracy, but can continuously work for democratic
change by engaging ourselves not only with states but also
with civil societies. From our experience, we know that
transformation to democracy through the development of
civic freedoms and the rule of law pays dividends because it
empowers people, makes people’s lives more authentic
and provides them with better opportunities.

{Slovakia began engaging more deeply in support
for democratic change in the Western Balkans in 1999,
when a series of conferences and workshops attended by
the pro-democratic representatives of political opposition
parties, media and civil society from and in the former
Yugoslavia was launched within the framework of what is
known as the Bratislava process. Later, with the purpose
of supporting civil society, renewing infrastructure,
enhancing regional development and supporting EU and
NATO integration, the Bratislava-Belgrade Fund was
established as a part of direct Slovak development
assistance. In a similar vein, we have worked with civil
society in Ukraine, Belarus and Cuba.

After the EU accession talks were opened with
Croatia, Slovakia carried out a series of expert meetings
to provide its knowledge of the accession process.
Similarly, we work with Serbia and other Western Balkan
countries in support of their EUJ membership ambitions,
Slovakia also supports Ukraine's efforts to become closer
to the EU, among other things, with a governmental action
plan for achieving the goals of the European Neighborhood
Policy (ENP). To help the countries east of the EU’s
borders to build a closer association with the EU we
promote a new EU policy of Eastern Partmership.

The Slovak Embassy in Kiev is NATO's
official Contact Point Embassy, and its role is to inform
the Ukrainian population about the opportunities that
exist for deepening cooperation with NATO, with a view
to diminishing the bias against the Alliance that still exists
in a large part of Ukrainian society. Slovakia fully supports
Croatia’s and Albania’s entry into NATO and the
relevant documents have already been ratified by the
Slovak Republic. We equally support NATO
membership for Macedonia, as well as offering the MAP
for Ukraine and Georgia. By this account, | wanted to
confirm that the notions of freedom and democracy, which
accompanied the birth of Czechoslovakia in the year
1918 and were also the foundation of the 1989Velvet
Revolution, are at the core of the foreign policy of the
Slovak Republic and our efforts to spread the zone of
democratic stability in Europe.

Slovakia's EU and NATO memberships mean
that we have assumed all of the obligations arising from
membership. The Slovak Republic entered the ELJ and
adopted its acquis with a strategy for a rapid introduction
of all the intermal rules goveming the EU, including the
free movement of persons, goods, services and capital,
with as few transitional restrictions as possible. We
continued the implementation of this strategy by joining
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the Schengen area, which allows for free travel without
checks at the internal borders of the Schengen member
states. This was achieved near the end of 2007,

In a few weeks, the process of our European
integration will be completed, as Slovakia accedes to the
eurozone. The Slovak koruna will cease to be the legal
tender as of January 1, 2009, when the euro will take over
as Slovakia’s currency. We in Slovakia are convinced that
this is a means to ensure a more stable economic
development and greater social security for Slovak citizens.
At the same time, it is a means to improve the
competitiveness of the Slovak economy and also to make
it more attractive for foreign investors, especially in the
context of the current global financial crisis and recession.
Although we will not be spared some of ils negative
consequences | am convinced that it will not have a dramatic
impact on the still very favorable economic growth of our
country. This prediction, supported by the European
Commission and International Monetary Fund, indicates
that in the coming vears Slovakia will remain the fastest
growing economy in the EU and the eurozone, with an
annual GDP growth between 4.5 and 5 percent. For further
illustration, in the third quarter of 2008 we registered a
GDP growth of 7.1 percent and for the entire year of
2008, the growth is likely to be well above 7 percent. The
source of our optimism is the competitiveness and growing
productivity of the Slovak labor force, with its ability 1o
produce high quality goods and to master technology-
intensive processes. For this reason, we do not expect any
substantial downsizing in the activities of major foreign
investors such as Volkswagen, KIA, Peugeot-Citroen,
Sony, Samsung, US Steel and others.

As a currency, the euro also has psychological
and social dimensions. The introduction of the euro makes
Slovak citizens feel truly European, equal with others as
members of this exclusive club of the most developed
European countries that make up the eurozone. This is
not a minor achievement for a country that lived under
communism for more than 40 vears and that started its
independent history less than 16 years ago.

Internationally, Slovakia acts as a responsible
partner. We are actively engaged in a number of
peacekeeping operations under the UN, NATO and EU
umbrella. Our diplomats serve in top international
positions in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in Central Asia.
This vear, Slovakia successfully chaired the Council of
Europe, and in 2006-2007 we served with honors as a
non-permanent member of the UN Security Council,
where we closely cooperated with the U.S. and our EU
partners at the service of the intemational community.

At this point, it is appropriate to express
my great appreciation for the solidarity, help and
understanding of our main regional partners—above
all, our friends from the Visegrad countries, the Czech
Republic, Hungary and Poland. It has helped us a lot
not Lo be alone in the process of transition, and it has

fcontinwed on page 4)
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been and is fundamentally important for Slovakia and
for stability and prosperity in the entire Central
European region that we have pood cooperation
between neighbors,

This does not mean that there are no
challenges to political, economic and social development
in our country or in the other countries of the region. It
is evident that our rapid transformation has brought
hardships, notably to older generations and to people
with limited social mobility. Democracy is not 2 simple
system. Rather, it is more complicated than the
authoritarian system of government, to which many
generations had grown accustomed. The market
economy, with its competition and limited social
security, is far more complicated as well. Too many
people long for easy solutions to social ills. Within the
nearly 20 years since the totalitarian regimes were
crushed, some wish they had achieved larger social
dividends for themselves. Our citizens witnessed
successions of centre-right and centre-left governments
take power, waves of privatization under conditions
that were less than transparent, instances of grave
corruption, growing social inequality, all accompanied
by too many promises of politicians, many of which
were soon forgotten. The result is a tangible
disappointment with “traditional™ policies and
politicians, and a readiness to accept simple slogans,
populist rhetoric and radicalism.

Globalization and its accompanying insecurity,
the rapid disappearance of traditional ways of life and
growing economically-motivated migration have given
rise to a similar phenomenon throughout Europe. New
radicalism finds an easy marriage with nationalism and
intoleranee in too many EU countries, old and new,
Slovakia included. And all of this is being exacerbated by
the current financial crisis.

Another major problem, at least from our
perspective, is the rise of aggressive nationalism, which
strives for revision of the existing borders, chauvinism,
extremism (including neo-MNazism and neo-fascism) as
well as anti-Semitism. In Slovakia, the government has
a policy of “zero tolerance” for such ideologies and
implements it. In the past weeks, the government
proposed several amendments to strengthen the laws
against extremism and intolerance. But as recently as
three weeks ago, a group of uniformed neo-Nazis from
Hungary crossed into the territory of Slovakia to
commemorate the Munich Treaty-linked Vienna
Arbitrage that in 1938 deprived Slovakia of a major
part of its territory, including Kosice. This was an
outrage! A positive sign has come from a meeting
between Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico and
Hungarian Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany in
Komamao, Slovakia, where they declared their readiness
to take measures against extremism and aggressive
nationalism, as well as hate speech. Thus, in spite of all

the successes of democratic transformation in our
region, there are new challenges emerging that require
our attention and action. Promoting and protecting
democracy is obviously a never-ending process.
Transatlantic relations are the foundation of
Slovakia's security, and we also believe in furthering the
development of global security and stability. In the face of
urgent global challenges, it is imperative to recognize their
importance and to give increased attention to their
development on both sides of the Atlantic. This is why we
are building Slovak-US and EU-US relations on the
principles of mutual trust, responsibility and understanding,
The world is lacing a number of old and new
threats. New emerging economies in the developing world
do not always share our values and approaches, and the
value system of international relations and international
law itself are being frequently challenged. There has been
an upsurge of nationalism and fundamentalism, an
undiminished threat of terrorism, a threat of irmeversible
environmental damage and the financial and monetary
world is in the grips of a crisis. No country in the world
can cope with these challenges alone, nor can the
transatlantic community that is in disarray. This calls for
the rallving of all countries that adhere to our shared
values and objectives, and for stronger and more effective
transatlantic links. This is why we have sent our soldiers
in the south of Afghanistan: it is vital to demonstrate the
strong impact of our joint endeavors and the capacity to
be a genuine factor for democratic change, security and
stability as a prerequisite for sustainable development.
Now, after the elections in the United States,
what do we expect from the President-elect Barack Obama?
The world and, in particular, Europe expect the expression
of a strong political will for genuine parmership, broad
and intensive dialogue, a change in style of foreign policy,
a departure from unilateralism, a restoration of the U.5.'s
high maoral ground. It will be important to seek out the
most effective modes of communication between the
transatlantic allies, creating an atmosphere of understanding
and cooperation. We want to work with the United States
in searching for answers to the challenges we lace in these
turbulent times, through a strengthened strategic character
of the transatlantic partnership.
We understand the U.S."s insistence that the
EU assume a greater share of responsibility in addressing
common problems. The EU should indeed be ready to
do this. We know that for the EU, failure in this area
could mean risking the loss, not only of the confidence of
its transatlantic ally, but also the respect of a large part
of the international community. And without that, we
cannot expect to improve cooperation in global atfairs.
The alliance with the United States through
NATO constitutes the only real securily guarantee for
Slovakia. Amicle 5 of the Treaty has been the mainstay
of our security. MATO will have to continue to be ready
to fulfill its key mandate and tasks vis-a-vis its allies and
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partners in the future. Security guarantees of the Alliance
and its members must remain absolutely credible and
indivisible: we must indeed return to the basics. The
Alliance must also be serious about its obligations, which
involves determining where and how far to extend the
reach of our enhanced engagement and cooperation and
MNATO's security guarantees. We might be called upon
to deliver, and we must understand this when engaging
with other countries. We must be serious about our
commitments to our allies and partners.

In my view, the key prerequisite for a stable
and effective system of international relations is strict
compliance with international legal norms and standards
and with the internal rules of international organizations
and integration structures. This attitude is extremely
important for all the countries to share, but it is
particularly vital for small and medium-sized countries,
especially in terms of respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity. We are concerned about the erosion
of this respect as illustrated by the cases of Kosova,
South Ossetia or Abkhazia, and believe that it is
necessary to stop the spread of these tendencies. [ also
believe that it is extremely dangerous to distort the
exercise of collective rights of minorities or ethnic
groups as an argument for violating the territorial
integrity of internationally-recognized states, For
example, Russia justifies its stance on South Ossetia
and Abkhazia by invoking the protection of its citizens®
rights abroad. We need only remember what aggressive
nationalism and chauvinism brought to the nations of
the Western Balkans in the 19%0s.

The changing conditions in the world call for a
coordinated response by the EU and the United States.
[n this regard, [ also consider it advisable to forge stronger
links hetween the activities and the plans of NATO and
those of the EL. Revision of the security concepts of the
two structures offers a great opportunity in this regard,

In my view, another potential opportunity for
strengthening the transatlantic link is offered by the rapid
expansion of transatlantic economic integration. The
Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC) created at the
June 2007 EU-US summit is a promising endeavor. [
believe that it is necessary to make progress in the areas
of regulation, innovation, protection of intellectual
property and financial markets in order to gradually build
a barrier-free transatlantic market.

Only jointly can we effectively address these
and other crucial issues of intermational security,
including important priorities such as climate change
and energy security. Energy security and the related
development of regional cooperation within the Baltic
Sea, Caspian Sea and Central Asian regions should
continue to be an important theme for EU-US
cooperation. If the EU and the United States want to
reduce their dependency on hydro-carbon energy
imports, the only option is to jointly explore alternative

sources of energy and new technologies, which would
enable a more efficient use of our resources. As a hotly-
debated issue during the U.S. presidential campaign,
the world expects the new administration to strongly
support innovation. For Slovakia, nuclear energy is ane
way to achieve energy independence and to reduce
carbon emissions. Here again, we have to find an
agreement with the United States concerning the post-
Kyoto arrangements on carbon emissions, If the new
administration does not take an active position on this
issue, we will probably end up again with unfulfilled
ambitions and commitments. In addition, this global
problem must be addressed jointly with other emerging
global economies such as India and China.

MNaturally, there are also other important
issues to be discussed with the United States, such as
combating terrorism, solving the Middle East and ather
conflicts, the [ranian nuclear program, improving
NATO's capabilities in the area of ballistic missiles,
and the non-proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction. Of special relevance for Slovakia is
addressing the issue of how to work with the new,
assertive Russia. [t is imperative to define a common
approach to forming relations with this ambitious
country, although this could lead occasionally to
nervous reactions. Russia is a country with which the
ELl and the United States share a number of common
concerns and interests. mainly in connection with the
resclution of regional crises and conflicts, energy
security, non-proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and others. Slovakia is committed to
maintaining an open dialogue and cooperation with
the Russian Federation on political, economic,
security, human rights, cultural and other issues, and
on establishing 2 new EU-Russia framework agreement.
This affer of a close partnership and critical dialogue
is a desirable objective that is possible only if Russia
is dissuaded from reviving historical rivalries,

A conscientious attitude on the part of India,
China and Brazil and effective cooperation in the G-
20 format will be essential for effective multilateralism.
The transatlantic dialogue must therefore also include
the issue of these countries’ growing influence.
Together we must address global poverty and growing
inequality, by taking the necessary steps to tulfill the
Millennium Development Goals.

The United States and Europe can indeed
become a decisive force in the service of the general good.
However, they need to unite over a common vision for a
sale and successful future. A strong transatlantic
partnership is the best answer to the global challenges
we face. We can act together to safeguard and strengthen
our commaon values. Let us begin by working together on
finding solutions for urgent issues without delay after
the new administration takes office. Let us lead the way
to & more responsible and just international political,
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D. Carleton Gajdusek; Controversial Scientist

missibility of a kind of organism,

called a alow vins, that establishes o

long-lnsting infection and eventually

can cause 3 disease,
He and

with sweat shirts and jeans, taught
d'm‘:'mhwmutwiﬁth'lumd

pher Buckminster Puller.

il ek ocused " b el
vestigation “on his re
tionship with minor children.” The
charges were based on allegations
by a 23-year-old college student from
Micronesia who had come to live
with D, Gajdusek a8 a 14-year-ld.
wromgdoing, He [ater pleaded guilty
to two counts of child abase and was

0, Carleton Gajdusek, socond fram left, with 1976 Nobel Prize reciplents in Sinckhalm; alsa pietired from left are
Burton Richter, physics; Willkam Lipscomb, chemistry; Saul Ballow, [iteratiore; Samoel Ting, physics; Milton Friedman,
aconemics; Baruch Blumberg, modicineg, Gajdusek's fame was later tainted by a canviction far child maleatation.

sentenced to a year behind bars,

After his release from jail, he left

He was released in 1998 after  the United States and divided his

serving slightly less than a year in
the Prederick County jail. During his
confinement, he worked on ten
hooks and published five scholarly
papers in medical journals on such
topics a8 Alzheimer's disease, AIDS,
encephalitis and hantaviruses, his
Lrwyer told The Post.

Daniel Carleton Gajdusek was

barn Sept. 9, 1923, in Yonkers, N.Y. ||
farm hay |

His father was a
who immigrated to America befnre
World War [ and eventually found
work as a butcher. His mother was
the daughter of Hungarian mmi-

He explained in his Nobel Prise
auntobiography that he traced his sci-
entific interests to rambles through
gardens, fields and woods in the
company of his aunt, an entomol
ogist. She also took m to the lab-
oratories and experimental green-

Yorkers, where he met William J.
Youden, a mathematician agd chem-
st wha hecame his mentos.
“Before [ was ten years ald [ knew
that [ wanted to be a scientist e my

aunt and my quiet mathematician fu-

tor,” Dr. Gajdusek wrote,

He received his undergraduste (|

degree in biophysics from the Uni
versity of Rochestes in 1943 and fin-
ished Harvard Medical Schoal thres

years later, specializing in pediatrics. |

In 1948, he went to the California In-

stitute of Technology, where he he |

came Pauling's protege.
During the next few wears, he did

research stints in various places, in- |

cluding the Walter Reed Army In-
stitute of Research in 1951. He also

studied viral diseases, fevers and |

lague in Iran, Afghanistan and Tor
Tn 1955, he toak a research posi-

tion in Australia, which led to his in- |

terest in New Guinea, the vast island
to the north of Australia. He-and an
Australian colleagee, ¥Vincent Zigas,
announced the discovery of kum in
the Nov. 14, 1957, issue of the New
England Fournal of Medicine.

Prom 1970 until his arrest in
1995, he headed the brain studies

laboratory at the National Institute |

of Neurological Disorders and
Stroke, new part of the Mational In-
stitutes of Health. He pursued re-
search into slow viruses, which are
suspected in multiple sclerosis, Par-
ldnson's disease and other degener-
ative hrain ailments.

time between Paris, Amsterdam and
Tromesn, a city ahowe the Arctic Cir-

cle that is shrouded in darkmess 24
hours a day during winter, Dr. Gaj-
dusek =aid he got more work done in
sisch an isolated setting.

' Kubis (continued)

economic and financial system. To have a stabilizing

effect, it must be based on the respect for international
law and the role of the UN. Let us take advantage of a
global atmosphere of positive expectations. Let us use
the global crisis as an opportunity to build healthier
global relations and healthier economies, and a better life

of increased equality and dignity for ¢itizens of the world.
This is what they rightly expect us to do. 3



